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                          Old Orchard Farm
                         “Fence Post”     
                                           519-763-1134   www.oldorchardfarm.ca
Spring has sprung…and the weather is fine!
      As we head back outside to play in what has been some of the best weather we’ve seen in a long time this early in the year, it’s also time for farm cleanup.  One job that is easily accomplished with plenty of hands is painting and repainting of our jumps.  The weekends of April 17/18 and April 24/25 will have ongoing painting and staining, so bring your favourite paintbrush (they will also be available at the farm) and your oldest clothing to join in the fun.  Pizza and drinks will be supplied to keep up energy levels.  
     Also scheduled on May 1st at Old Orchard is the annual Mini-meet attended by Pony Club members.  This is a huge event often attracting 50 or more junior riders and most of the Old Orchard schooling horses and ponies will be in use that day.  We will post a list of ponies who need to be ridden over the next month to get ready and anyone helping on the day of the meet will receive points or community hours for grooming, tacking and holding ponies.  Thanks to all who are able to help!
                                 Monthly newsletter with upcoming events, important notices and horses for sale.  Please feel free to email submissions by the 20th of the month to sharonbatista@hotmail.com.  Also email if you would like to receive your newsletter by email instead of waiting for the print copy. 






 
	~ April 2010 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	1 

	2 

	3 


	4 

	5 

	6 

	7 

	8 

	9 

	10 


	11 

	12 

	13 

	14 
Spring Fling Fashion Show – Puslinch Community Centre 

7pm
	15 

	16 

	17 
Jump Painting Weekend – 10am- 5pm

Lunging Clinic – 2pm-4pm

	18 
Jump Painting Weekend – 10am-5pm
	19 

	20 

	21 

	22 

	23 

	24 
Jump Painting Weekend – 10am-5pm



	25
Jump Painting Weekend – 10am-5pm

	26 

	27 
Entries Due – Classic at Palgrave Phase 1 A Show
	28 
Entries Due – Springfest Hunter A Show
	29 

	30 

	Notes: 
May 1 – Mini-meet; helpers required.


�





Whose Stuff is This?


     There are lots of bins in the two tack rooms upstairs in the old barn and some of them have been abandoned by previous boarders and riders.  It is requested that you please label any bins that are yours so a cleanup can be done which will open up some additional room for others.  On the subject, there have been some items that have gone missing when left out, so please label all bridles, girths, halters, blankets and other items so if they are found, they can be returned to their proper owners.  











For Sale


Beaverwood’s Cardinal – 13.1hh chestnut and white, pinned in Children’s Pony A circuit 2009, honest jumper with good form, schooling lead changes.  Contact Sharon Batista at sharonbatista@hotmail.com or 519-827-0382 for more information.














Hellos and Goodbyes


-Goodbye to Limbo and Siobhan, who have gone to live at a barn closer to their residence.  


-Welcome back to Chaplin and Joelle Charbonneau and congratulations on your many achievements in Ocala. 








Winterfest Update





     Congratulations to Absolute Lily and her rider Claire Batista who was the 2010 Winterfest High Point Hunter Champion.  Claire and Lily competed at three schooling shows at Iron Horse Farm in preparation for the upcoming show season.  Claire and Lily thank Linda for her great coaching and Elyse for helping to prep Lily.  Also thanks to the Dobson’s and the Guse’s for coming out to cheer us on.  





Lunging Clinic – Saturday April 17th 2pm-4pm





     A lunging clinic has been scheduled in the Old Orchard Farm arena for anyone who is new to the basics of lunging and there will also be an opportunity for “hands on” instruction for anyone having particular problems with their horse or pony.  If you will be attending the clinic and would like to address a particular problem, please let Linda or Danielle know ahead of time.  Cost is $6 per person or $10 per family.


Offsite Show Opportunities


If you haven’t already done so, please let your instructor or Linda know if you would like to show offsite so that coaching and trailering allowances are considered.  A summary of Information for showing at the A level is available upon request.  








Birthday Party Helpers


Linda is looking for helpers who she can call on when necessary to help with birthday parties that book at the barn.  Barn points are available.  If you would like to be on the list of people contacted, please email Linda at Linda@oldorchardfarm.ca with your contact information to let her know.  





OOF Photo Contest Winners





     Thanks to all who submitted entries in our photo contest.  We will be holding another photo contest in the fall/winter of next year, so be sure to keep your cameras ready!  The winners are as follows:


I Love My Pony – 1st place - Cheri VanderBrook – Courtney and Nacho


     Runner-up – Brian Kirwan – Michael and Paprika


Capers after Hours – 1st place - Chris Pulford – Tiger Escapes Again


     Runner-up – Shannon Walters – Best Buddies


Show Photos – 1st place - Michael Kirwan – Brian and Forest


     Runner-up – John Dobson – Riley and Simon


First place winners will receive free entries for one division at a 2010 Old Orchard Farm Schooling Show (max. 4 classes – admin and medic fees still payable).  Runners-up will receive free entries for one regular division. class.    











Upcoming Winter Schooling Shows 


and Clinics





In addition to regular lessons, there are often shows and clinics to attend throughout the winter months.  These are great preparation to get ready for spring showing or just to give you a chance to experience some additional coaching.  So far, we have scheduled:


Sun Jan 3-Kevin Maxie Clinic – Kevin is an “A” circuit coach in hunter and jumper.  This clinic is open to all.


Sat Jan 9-Twinholm Hunter Schooling Show – hunter divisions from 2’3” to 3’.  Please see www.twinholm.com for division details and express interest to Linda Hale ASAP.  


Sun Jan 10-Linda Hale Clinic – Linda is an “A” circuit coach and also coaches the University of Guelph Equestrian team.  This clinic is open to all.


Other schooling shows are listed but we have not confirmed we are attending.  Please express any interest you have in winter schooling shows to Linda, preferably by email at linda@oldorchardfarm.ca.  














NEW!  Old Orchard Schooling Show Changes for 2010


     By request, there have been some exciting changes to the Old Orchard show program for 2010.  For full information, see www.oldorchardfarm.ca.  Highlights include:


-Green Division – horse 1st or 2nd year showing with fence height 2’3”.


-Ponies split into three separate divisions with fence heights 2’, 2’3” and 2’6”.  


-Beginning July 1st, the new sand Jumper ring will be complete and open 3’3”, 3’6” and 3’9” classes will be available. 


-Shows will begin at 9:00am (not 9:30am).


  Good luck to all in the upcoming season!








